The Internet has grown to be an essential social infrastructure that supports many aspects of our lives. However, the Internet is continuing its evolutions. For example, various devices become widespread among the public, from conventional workstations or PCs to smartphones, appliances, connected-cars, etc. The Internet also provides a "cyberspace" or "knowledge" by social networks, big data, and artificial intelligence in addition to the existing communications through e-mails or Web services. The academic community needs to encourage a wide variety, crossdisciplinary, and forward-thinking studies in addition to the advanced computing and networking technologies to sustain the evolutions of the Internet. More specifically, future studies to develop the Internet should include: smart Internet of Things (IoT) services using sensors and actuators, content delivery services based on preferences and circumstances of the individuals, environments for collaboration over a significant amount of knowledge, mutual relationship between society and technology in consideration with privacy and security, network technologies for challenging situations, etc.
It is essential to discuss a wide range of social and technological tasks and its solutions over the above issues in a combination of traditional network technologies. This special issue aims to treat such issues to grasp the trends of the state of the art technologies and promote research and developments in this research area for future network services.
The editorial committee of this special issue mainly consists of the committee members from Special Interest Group on Distributed Systems. The editorial committee received 41 submitted papers and accepted 31 papers among many high-quality submissions (73% acceptance ratio), which includes the papers about network architectures, middlewares, security, and so on, including the invited paper about the emerging edge computing technologies. I hope that this special issue will further promote research community expansion in this area, "Network Services and Distributed Processing". Finally, I would like to thank Masaaki Noro, editorial board, and other editorial committee members for their enthusiastic contribution to the entire planning and reviewing process. 
